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Section I    Questions and Answers 

 

What is Jerry’s Pond Park? 

Jerry’s Pond Park is a plan to transform the 9-acre site on which Jerry’s Pond sits into a 

spectacular new City Park featuring bicycle paths, walking paths, waterfront areas and nature 

trails. 

Is this a new idea? 

Not really.  The ideas behind Jerry’s Pond Park have been around for over 100 years.1  

Neighbors living near Jerry’s Pond have talked about it.  City officials have discussed it.  In 

1914, a City Council Order was passed to make it happen. 

Despite all of this—Jerry’s Pond remains locked away from the public behind chain-link fences. 

This booklet is intended to help unlock the mysteries of Jerry’s Pond and hopefully one day 

unlock the Pond itself. 

What is the purpose of this plan? 

The goal has been to collect some of the best current ideas for a new park at Jerry’s Pond and 

to illustrate them in detail so that people can imagine what this park might look and feel like 

in the future.  

Our hope is that seeing the amazing possibilities for Jerry’s Pond will move people to break 

the logjam which keeps this beautiful site locked behind chain-link fences. 

Why is it called Version 1? 

This plan will continue to evolve as more people get involved in the process and we expect to 

have more versions as new ideas come forward.  We hope that the City of Cambridge will 

direct its own design staff to work on Jerry’s Pond Park.  In the meantime—these plans are 

intended to jumpstart the process. 

How can other people get involved? 

Friends of Jerry’s Pond welcomes all contributors to upcoming versions and can be contacted 

at:  jerryspond@gmail.com  or by calling 617-828-0517. 

Please let us know if you find any errors in this document as it will continue evolving over 

time. 

 

 

mailto:jerryspond@gmail.com
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Where is Jerry’s Pond? 

Jerry’s Pond is located in North Cambridge at the corner of Rindge Avenue and Alewife Brook 

Parkway.  It is across the street from the Rindge Towers and Jefferson Park Housing 

developments and is adjacent to the Alewife T Station and to several North Cambridge 

residential neighborhoods. 

 

Who owns the Jerry’s Pond site? 

GCP Applied Technologies owns the Jerry’s Pond site in addition to the larger site north of 

Jerry’s Pond where it has established its world headquarters at 62 Whittemore Avenue.  GCP 

Applied Technologies is a separate company that was spun off from W.R. Grace in 2016 after 

the parent company emerged from Bankruptcy in 2014. 

According to their website, GCP has “approximately 2,850 employees on six continents and 

serves customers in more than 110 countries.”2 
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What does Jerry’s Pond look like today? 

Recent aerial photo of Jerry’s Pond and surrounding fields and neighborhoods 

 

Jerry’s Pond is a neighborhood and regional hub 

Jerry’s Pond is adjacent to North Cambridge neighborhoods, the Rindge Towers and Jefferson 

Park as well as active recreational facilities including Russell Field, McCrehan Pool, a children’s 

park and two ballfields. Were Jerry’s Pond to be restored as a City Park it would create a 

unified recreational area of nearly 20 acres. 

Also note the proximity of Jerry’s Pond to the Alewife T Station and Alewife Brook Parkway.  

Jerry’s Pond lies at the center of a regional transportation hub that includes automotive and 

public transportation as well as three major bicycle commuting paths. It sits at a major 

gateway to Cambridge from the west. 
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Is there public access to the Jerry’s Pond site? 

No.  The Jerry’s Pond site has been fenced off for nearly 60 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For decades Cambridge residents have walked by the Jerry’s Pond site and asked a                
very simple question:  Why can’t I walk into this beautiful area?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

How was Jerry’s Pond formed? 

Jerry’s Pond is a man-made feature—in essence it is an exhausted strip-mining site.  Excavated 

during the mid-1800s for its rich clay deposits, ‘Jerry’s Pit’ as it was originally called, was 

abandoned in the 1890s as the clay was exhausted.  The pit quickly filled with water and is 

currently a sizeable pond estimated to be 75 feet deep in parts.  Clay from Jerry’s Pit—and many 

other now-filled ponds in clay-rich North Cambridge—fed a thriving brickmaking industry that 

survived well into the 1960s.  New England Brick Co. buildings can be seen in the photo below 

on the other side of Rindge Avenue. 

Did the public ever have access to Jerry’s Pond? 

Yes.  As Jerry’s Pond filled with water it soon became a favorite swimming and recreational area 

for many generations of North Cambridge residents. 

Under a special agreement with the early 20th century owners—Dewey & Almy Chemical Co. 

and later W.R. Grace—the City of Cambridge built a bathhouse and managed Jerry’s Pond as a 

major public amenity until its closure in 1961.  Cambridge residents who grew up in that era 

often recount fond memories of swimming in Jerry’s Pond—including (according to local lore) 

former City Managers Bob Healy and Richard Rossi! 

 

                                                   Jerry’s Pond ca. 1945 
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Why was Jerry’s Pond closed to the public? 

Between the 1920’s and the 1970’s, chemical and construction-product manufacturing was 

performed north of Jerry’s Pond by Dewey & Almy Chemical Co. established in 1919 and then 

W.R. Grace Co. which acquired the land and facilities in 1954.  In 2016 Grace split into two 

separate companies and the site is now owned by GCP Applied Technologies as noted above. 

Products manufactured on site in the early to mid-20th century included rubber and rubber 

based products including DAXAD (naphthalene sulphonate), construction materials and it is 

believed asbestos brake-linings and insulation that contained asbestos. 

Waste products were often left in settling lagoons on the site (seen below foreground). 

                                                W.R. Grace Site       ca. 1961 

In 1961, after the McCrehan Pool was opened, the Jerry’s Pond site was closed to the public and 

fenced off—and has remained that way ever since.  It is not clear whether this measure was 

intended to protect people from exposure to contamination or from the dangers of swimming 

in the pond—or perhaps a combination of both concerns. 

Tests performed in the 1980’s confirmed that asbestos, naphthalene and other volatile organic 

compounds (VOCs) still remained in the soils nearby Jerry’s Pond at levels above those 

recommended by the EPA for human contact.3  Some contaminants including asbestos have 

also been found on the Jerry’s Pond site although contamination is thought to be less 

widespread. 

Further testing needs to be conducted to fully characterize the extent of pollution on the Jerry’s 

Pond site—including the waters of the pond—which have not been fully tested. 
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What were the community actions of the 1980’s and 1990’s? 

During the 1980’s an office park development of over one million square feet was proposed 

by W.R. Grace and their development partners Spaulding & Slye for the site north of Jerry’s 

Pond plus a hotel that would wrap 

around the western edge of Jerry’s 

Pond (see plan at left). 

This plan met widespread opposition 

in the community due to its size, 

traffic impacts and the fact that the 

entire development site lay within a 

floodplain.  Tests also revealed that 

portions of the site were highly 

polluted. 

Neighbors formed two formidable 

neighborhood organizations called 

the Alewife Study Group and The 

Alewife Neighbors and successfully 

lobbied City and State stakeholders to 

oppose the plan.   

Conflict between the neighborhood organizations and W.R. Grace was intense and widely 

reported in the press at the time. 

Recognizing the health threat, the City of Cambridge eventually passed a first-of-its-kind 

‘Asbestos Ordinance’ to protect neighbors from contaminants on the site and an Activity and 

Use Limitation (AUL) was recorded on the deed restricting the way soils could be disturbed. 4 

Grace and their development partners subsequently withdrew their development plans and 

no other plans have been submitted since that time. 

Have relations improved between the community and landowners? 

Since the spin-off in 2016, representatives of GCP Applied Technologies have met with 

neighbors and listened to their concerns regarding exposure to contaminants on the site. 

Meetings have also addressed flooding on Russell Path and blight around the Jerry’s Pond 

perimeter.   In Spring of 2017 GCP replaced the aging fence and removed undergrowth that 

previously blocked all views of the pond.   

There is cautious optimism for improved relations.  

Jerry’s Pond 
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Could the Jerry’s Pond site be cleaned up? 

The Jerry’s Pond site is a ‘brownfield’ site—a site that is polluted and in need of remediation 

before any re-use can occur.  Many brownfield sites around the country with equivalent or 

worse pollution have been cleaned up and developed for public use. 

 

This brownfield site—

heavily polluted with 

PCBs—along New 

Bedford’s waterfront is 

now in the final stages of 

an EPA monitored 

cleanup and 

construction of a new 

waterfront park. 

 

 

   Planned Waterfront Park along Acushnet River in New Bedford 

 

 

 

 

This brownfield 

site along the 

Malden River in 

Medford has been 

cleaned up and 

transformed into 

a magnificent 

waterfront park! 

 

 

 

     Completed ‘River’s Edge’ Park in Medford5 
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What can be done to clean up Jerry’s Pond? 

With GCP’s cooperation, the City of Cambridge should pursue an EPA assessment grant for the 

Jerry’s Pond site to more rigorously determine how and where it is contaminated. 

Neighbors have met with the Cambridge Community Development Dept. and with EPA 

representatives to discuss a potential application for an EPA Targeted Brownfield Assessment 

grant.  

According to their website, The EPA Brownfield Program provides grants and technical assistance 

to communities, states, tribes and others to assess, safely clean up and sustainably reuse contaminated 

properties.6 

 

Who would pay for a cleanup of Jerry’s Pond? 

Complicated urban brownfield sites such as this one often receive funding from many sources.  

W.R. Grace has created a fund for cleanups at many of its former production facilities around 

the country—and there may still be moneys left in this fund. 7   In addition—there are many 

other local, state, federal, land-trust and private foundation funding sources potentially 

available.  Jerry’s Pond may also be eligible for environmental justice grants.8 

 

Are there safety risks for neighbors? 

The property on which Jerry’s Pond sits is a tightly monitored and tested brownfield site—

subject to a restrictive Activity and Use Limitation (AUL) plus the Cambridge ‘Asbestos 

Ordinance’ governing any disturbance of soils.  Any cleanup at Jerry’s Pond would be closely 

monitored by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, the City of 

Cambridge Health Department as well as knowledgeable local activists to ensure that residents 

are not exposed to toxic chemicals during or after the process.    

Capping the site 

One solution to the toxic waste issues at Jerry’s Pond might be to cap the land with fresh soil—

the same process that was performed at the Cambridge City dump site which also began as clay 

pits, later became a dump and then was capped and reclaimed as Danehy Park.   

However, changing topography on a floodplain and wetland must be done in a way that 

enhances the wetland, does not increase (or decreases) flooding risks for neighboring 

communities and takes into account elevated risks of severe storms and future climate impacts. 

Whatever remediation is decided upon for Jerry’s Pond—there will undoubtedly be extensive 

testing of the soils, wetlands and waters on the site and an equally extensive public process 

from which a safe remediation plan can be developed. 
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Do Cambridge residents support the revitalization of Jerry’s Pond? 

Yes, overwhelmingly.  A petition drive currently underway has over 500 signatures supporting 

the statement, “We ask that all stakeholders both public and private work with the community 

to restore Jerry’s Pond for the benefit of all the citizens of Cambridge”.  

Signatories to this petition include a cross-section of Cambridge residents of all political 

affiliations, ages, races and countries of origin and include present and past City Council 

members and State Representatives. 

 

 

 

A petition drive with over 500 

signatures 

 

 

 

 

A neighborhood group called Friends of Jerry’s Pond has formed to help catalyze efforts to 

revitalize Jerry’s Pond.  Many public officials have expressed support for the idea and land 

trusts, public interest attorneys and other funding agencies have been briefed. 

Individuals have been cleaning up the blighted perimeter of Jerry’s Pond for many years and 

monitoring the plentiful wildlife in the area. 

 

 

 

Neighborhood 

cleanup of the 

Jerry’s Pond  

perimeter.   

Fall 2017 
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Environmental Justice 

The Rindge Towers and Jefferson Park are home to over 3,500 Cambridge residents many of 

whom are low-income and speak English as a second language.  It is no coincidence that this at-

risk community abuts a contaminated site that is blighted and fenced off. The US EPA has 

concluded that “minority and low-income communities are often disproportionately exposed to 

the impacts of pollution”.9 

As a national leader, Cambridge acknowledges these ‘environmental justice’ issues and has 

sought to redress them.  Cambridge has specifically targeted the Rindge Towers and Jefferson 

Park communities (shown in blue below) for the creation of quality open spaces nearby .10 

Cleaning up and revitalizing Jerry’s Pond would be a great step forward for environmental 

justice in the City allowing hundreds of underserved families and their children a chance to 

enjoy the pleasures of a new city park and a unique urban wild with no fear of being exposed 

to toxic chemicals. 

 

       Environmental Justice communities adjacent to Jerry’s Pond 
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How would a restoration of Jerry’s Pond serve the ownership? 

Any restoration at Jerry’s Pond will require active participation by the site owners, GCP Applied 

Technologies.  GCP could choose to revitalize the pond themselves or perhaps in partnership 

with the City of Cambridge or pass ownership to another entity that would perform the 

restoration or some combination thereof.   

On their website, GCP highlights their desire to “take an active part in our communities, 

contributing, time and talent, as well as financial support… Core to our contribution to our 

communities is our commitment to operate ... as good stewards of our environment.”11                                          

What better way to express these company goals and aspirations than by helping establish a 

new City Park right on the doorstep of their new world headquarters. 

It should be noted that both W.R. Grace and Dewey & Almy allowed public access to Jerry’s 

Pond in the past.  GCP would gain tremendous public support if it safely reinstituted this 

policy. 

GCP has recently cut underbrush that had previously blocked all views of the pond and 

replaced the aging fence.  While there was some concern voiced over loss of habitat, many 

neighbors hope a process of restoration will continue and eventually result in public access to 

what could once again be a beautiful neighborhood resource.  

 

 

Jerry’s Pond as seen 

from Rindge Avenue 

after brush clearing of 

the interior by GCP 

and a community 

cleanup of the fence 

exterior. 

Summer 2017 

 

 

How would a restoration of Jerry’s Pond serve the City of Cambridge? 

The City of Cambridge Open Space and Recreation Plan declares that, “one of the highest 

priority open space goals in Cambridge is the expansion of the open space system by creating 

new parks”.12   
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In addition to adding a major open space to the City’s inventory, Jerry’s Pond Park would have 

positive and profound effects—including well-documented positive health impacts—on the 

daily lives of thousands of people who live, work, commute and play nearby and would rank 

among the greatest City achievements of this era.13 

Who would own a revitalized Jerry’s Pond? 

There are many ownership scenarios for a revitalized Jerry’s Pond.  The current ownership could 

renovate the site and/or donate it to the City.  The City, the DCR and/or a land trust could 

acquire the site.  Public/private partnerships could be formed.  Liability and safety issues have 

been successfully dealt with on many other brownfield sites.  There is no reason why they 

cannot be overcome here as well.  Stakeholders must sort through these options and—after 

significant consultations with the community—do what’s best for the public interest. 

Has the City of Cambridge made efforts to purchase Jerry’s Pond? 

Yes.  There have been several initiatives to purchase the Jerry’s Pond site during the past 100 

years—including this Council Order of 1914:  

 

 

“That the Park 

Commissioners be requested to 

make an effort to purchase 

Jerry’s Pit so called, for the 

purpose of using it in 

connection with Russell Field 

for bathing purposes...” 

 

 

 

          Common Council Order of 1914 

In 1946 State Representative Blanchard, sent the following Letter to the Editor of The 

Cambridge Chronicle: 

“The City of Cambridge should possess and develop Jerry’s Pit for the benefit of the thickly populated 

surrounding district.  The location is convenient and excellent for outdoor recreation. I urge that the 

City Council act immediately under Chapter 80-A for the taking of Jerry’s Pit.  The City has a 

responsibility for good government and public welfare and the citizens have the right to demand a 

wholesome solution of the ‘Mystery of the Ole Swimmin’ Hole” 

The Metropolitan District Commission was reported to have considered proposals to purchase 

the Jerry’s Pond site during the 1980’s. 
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Cambridge City Councilors are currently being contacted and have expressed interest in 

renewed efforts to reclaim Jerry’s Pond as a City amenity. 

 

How does the City’s Envision planning process view Jerry’s Pond? 

Cambridge has been conducting a City-wide Envision process to capture public sentiment for 

future development in the City.  The latest Envision plans for Alewife are in tune with many of 

the visions described in this document.  Recent Envision plans propose that the entire Jerry’s 

Pond site be devoted to open spaces—including areas north of the site adjacent to Russell 

Field—plus a site along Whittemore Avenue that would be converted into a park as a buffer to 

the neighborhood. 

In a dense and 

crowded 

environment such 

as Cambridge—

amidst the major 

development 

explosion that is 

now underway at 

Alewife—the 

preservation of 

open space in and 

around Jerry’s Pond 

is an obvious 

planning choice, 

particularly given 

the future need for 

permeable ground 

and potential for  

flood water 

storage. 

Envision Plan of Summer 2017 

The Envision Plan suggests an all-encompassing open space that includes Jerry’s Pond, Russell 

Field and areas north of the T that might be used as a multi-use playing field or community farm 

in raised beds or simply left as open space. 
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Are public/private partnerships an option? 

Cambridge is home to Harvard, MIT and Lesley and about a mile from Tufts in 

Medford/Somerville.  It is also home to numerous science based corporations and 

foundations.   Jerry’s Pond would be an ideal laboratory for a university, foundation or private 

company looking to make a bold statement about environmental equity, good city planning 

and science-based redevelopment. 

The City of Cambridge should reach out to other local institutions to explore the possibility of 

contributing expertise and other resources to the revitalization of Jerry’s Pond. 

What does the future hold for Jerry’s Pond? 

Jerry’s Pond has remained in limbo for over one hundred years—a beautiful community 

resource locked behind chain-link fences. The issues of overdevelopment, site contamination, 

wetlands and floodplain concerns have formed a knot that has not yet been unraveled. 

The three major parties caught in this limbo—the owners, the residents and the City of 

Cambridge—have not yet been able to agree on a vision to move forward. 

New thinking is needed.  And new visions. 

A new vision for Jerry’s Pond. 

What follows below is one new vision for Jerry’s Pond.   

We call it Jerry’s Pond Park and it represents the combined visions of many neighbors who have 

lived, worked and commuted through this area and contributed their ideas, knowledge and 

expertise. 

We think this plan would serve the best interests of the residents of Cambridge as well as the 

new ownership of the site. 

We invite people to help us craft upcoming versions of Jerry’s Pond Park. 

Or to submit their own vision. 
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The following conceptual site plans are the first of what is hoped to 

be an on-going series of visions for Jerry’s Pond. 

These plans are not final plans.  They are meant to spark a 

conversation among residents—and dialogue with stakeholders of 

the site including the City and ownership. 

These plans were put together by neighborhood volunteers with 

minimal resources.  We hope that the City of Cambridge will assign 

City staff and urban planners to this project. 

In the meantime—we offer this first take at a new vision for Jerry’s 

Pond. 

 

 

 

                               Prepared by Friends of Jerry’s Pond    Spring 2018 

“Jerry’s Pond Park” 
Version 1 

A Community Vision 

for Jerry’s Pond 
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Jerry’s Pond Park:  Version 1 

 

Overall Site Plan 

 

 

Jerry’s Pond Park Version 1           Overall Site Plan              Scale = 1:100                                          

 

 

 

 

Friends of Jerry’s Pond  

Spring 2018 

Jerry’s Pond Park 
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Sections of the New Park 

Jerry’s Pond Park can be divided into six Areas of Interest, A through F. 

 

 

 

Jerry’s Pond Park Version 1             Areas of Interest           Scale = 1:100                                

 

 

 

     Friends of Jerry’s Pond 

     Spring 2018 

 

 

Area A—        

Park Entrance 

Area—F    MBTA 

Station Platform 

Area C—Rindge 

Ave. Embankment 

Area B— 

Waterfront Park 

Area D—

Habitat & Trails 

Area E—    

Western 

Gateway 

Jerry’s Pond Park 
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Area A—Park Entrance 

The main entrance to Jerry’s Pond Park should be at Rindge Avenue across from the Rindge 

Towers—and just down the street from the newly rebuilt Jefferson Park.  This corridor has 

been—and will continue to be used by thousands of people each week commuting to work by 

car, foot, bicycle or public transportation—and is also the main entrance to Russell Field, 

McCrehan Pool and McCrehan Children’s Park.   

The park entrance should be grand and welcoming.  We suggest the creation of a plaza with 

street furniture and raised crosswalks to accomplish that goal—and we suggest a redesign of 

the bus stop so that it is safe and more comfortable.  The bus turn-around should be 

restricted to the front area so that additional parking spots can be added and so that 

pedestrians—especially children—can avoid walking in the bus turn-around lane. 

 

 

Jerry’s Pond Park Version 1       Area A: Park Entrance  scale =1:100                   

                                                                                                                                                              

 

Friends of Jerry’s Pond  

Spring 2018 

 

Jerry’s Pond 

Rindge 

Towers 

Park 

Entrance         

& Plaza 
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Design Concepts for Entrance Plaza to Jerry’s Pond Park 

 

 

These are sample designs found on the web—We invite design professionals to help design 

the entrance plaza for Jerry’s Pond Park! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rindge 

Towers 

Jerry’s Pond Park 

 

  
JERRY’S  POND 
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Area B—Waterfront Park 

One of many exciting possibilities in a restored Jerry’s Pond Park is the creation of a new 

waterfront park directly adjacent to McCrehan Park, leading down to, and adding visibility to 

the water’s edge.  Park benches and grassy areas would offer a rare chance for residents to 

relax and restore themselves at a waterfront location amidst the trees and wildlife including 

waterfowl and otters that have been spotted in this area.  Other options include a lawn space 

for events and barbecues. 

 

 

 

 

Imagine this beautiful 

waterfront park right in the 

heart of North Cambridge! 

 

 

 

Football Field 

McCrehan 

Park 

 

Jerry’s Pond 

New Waterfront Park 
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Future strollers and bicyclists at Jerry’s Pond Park! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This illustration for the Charles River Embankment would be a good model for Jerry’s Pond 

 

 

 

Current residents of Jerry’s Pond 

unanimously support a new park!                                     
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Area C—Rindge Avenue and Pond Embankment 

Rindge Avenue along Jerry’s Pond is currently a narrow and blighted corridor unfriendly to 

pedestrians and bicyclists, with barely enough room for strollers, wheelchairs and pedestrians.  

Jerry’s Pond Park proposes a transformation of this area.  We suggest a wider and more 

gradual embankment be created along this section, with a more natural shape, increasing the 

quality of the wetlands, allowing room for separated bicycle and pedestrian paths and a 

walking promenade overlooking the water. 

 

 

 

 

 

Although a major 

entrance to the City, 

Rindge Avenue is a 

confined and poorly 

designed corridor.  A 

widened embankment 

along the pond would 

allow for a separated 

bike lane plus a 

promenade along the 

pond. 

 

 

 

Widened 

embankment 
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Design 

Models for 

Rindge Ave 

at Jerry’s 

Pond Park 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rindge Avenue embankment should be a showcase of best design in the City!  

 

 

 

 

 

We invite design 

professionals to help 

plan an embankment 

along Rindge Avenue.  
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Area D—Wildlife Area and Nature Trails 

The western section of Jerry’s Pond Park offers the City of Cambridge a rare opportunity to 

preserve a functioning wildlife habitat, home to rabbits, turtles, owls, foxes, otters, osprey and 

other wildlife.  We suggest that access to this area be limited to a hiking trail or boardwalk and 

an observation deck at the Pond. 

       

 

 

 

 

A viewing platform in 

Jerry’s Pond Park?  

This would be an extraordinary 

place for people to experience 

and be surrounded by nature. 

 

 

 

 

Jerry’s Pond 

Habitat Area & Nature Trails 
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Nature Trails 

Here is an example of the type of nature trail that could provide limited access to the habitat 

areas in the western section of Jerry’s Pond Park. 

 

 

 

Jerry’s Pond Park would preserve a unique urban wild—and give local children and adults 

permanent access to natural landscapes adjacent to where they live, play, work and commute. 
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Area E—Western Gateway Bike Path and Promenade 

The western edge of Jerry’s Pond Park borders Alewife Brook Parkway and runs along the 

western gateway into Cambridge. We think Cambridge could improve this narrow cement 

lined area—and we believe Jerry’s Pond Park can help transform the area into the green 

parkway it was intended to be.  

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                         

The existing 

bike/pedestrian 

path along Alewife 

Brook Parkway is 

blighted and 

considered to be 

dangerous 
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The current 

western 

gateway 

appears 

overgrown and 

unappealing 

 

 

 

A New Gateway! 

Jerry’s Pond Park proposes a grand new bicycle and pedestrian route along Alewife Brook 

Parkway.                                                                                                              

 

 

The new gateway 

would proclaim to 

all those who 

enter Cambridge 

that we value 

beautiful open 

spaces and 

alternative forms 

of transportation. 
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Bicycle Paths and Greenways 

Jerry’s Pond Park should be integrated into the network of greenways and bicycle paths that 

pass through the Alewife area.  

Separated bicycle paths along Rindge Avenue and along Alewife Brook Parkway & Gateway, 

marked with (              ) would provide a major boost to the bicycle networks already in place.   

The gateway bicycle path might one day be extended north along the Parkway  (           )  

These are preliminary suggestions. Consultations with regional bicycle path experts will ensure 

that Jerry’s Pond Park improves bicycle connections in the area to the greatest extent possible. 

 

 

Jerry’s 

Pond 

Park 
New and Improved 

Bike Paths Proposed 

for Jerry’s Pond Park 

Park  

Existing Bike 

Paths  
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Area—F   MBTA Headhouse Platform 

 

 

Thousands of daily commuters 

pass through this poorly-

maintained bottle neck of 

chain-link fences to get to the T 

station or to commute through 

by bicycle.  

 

 

        The MBTA Plaza is a mostly empty and poorly maintained area. 

 

 

Recently neighbors teamed 

up with the City of 

Cambridge and the MBTA 

to solve flooding issues in 

the area and after two 

years, were able to raise 

Russell Pathway to prevent 

regular flooding that 

obstructed access—A great 

success! 

 

 

 

  Revitalizing Jerry’s Pond affords a tremendous opportunity to improve this area. 
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Revitalized T-Station Plaza 

Jerry’s Pond Park proposes a transformation of the MBTA plaza.  With the fences removed, 

the headhouse area would become a spacious plaza and viewing platform with expansive 

views towards Jerry’s Pond.   

 

 

 

The MBTA plaza is a 

perfect location for 

public art such as this 

kiosk proposed by North 

Cambridge resident Eric 

Grunebaum and the 

Earthos Institute—to 

tell the amazing story of 

Jerry’s Pond from glacial 

times up to the present.   

 

 

This kiosk project has already been approved by the MBTA for location on the plaza and the 

designs were partially funded by a Cambridge Redevelopment Authority Forward Fund grant. 

 

New Viewing 

Platform & 

Plaza 

Expanded Walkway 

& Bike Path Without 

Chain Link Fences 

Jerry’s Pond 

kiosk 
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 Can Jerry’s Pond Park help alleviate flooding? 

Jerry’s Pond and the site north of the pond lie within the 100-year flood plain.  Climate change, 

storm surge and rising sea levels will continue to place the neighborhoods surrounding this 

flood plain at risk.  The recent Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment lists this area as the 

most at-risk in the city.14 

Jerry’s Pond could potentially be improved to allow for larger and better wetlands with more 

gradual banks and more floor storage by considering changes to the narrow neck near the MBTA 

headhouse and by potentially increasing the ability of Little Jerry’s Pond to hold water—an area 

that could be made more visible as well. 

Jerry’s Pond is a manmade feature with linear edges in the vertical and horizontal dimensions—

a former mine pit—and we should not hesitate to reimagine it to better-suit community and 

ecosystem needs—as Olmsted accomplished in his highly regarded park designs.   

 

  

 

Potential Expansion of 

Jerry’s Pond Flood 

Capacity 

Expanded Wetlands 

for Rindge Avenue 

Embankment 

Little    

Jerry’s 

Pond 
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Conclusion 

The ideas behind Jerry’s Pond Park have been around for a long time.  This plan represents 

many of the best ideas and will continue to evolve over time and we invite your participation.   

Despite many years of mistreatment and pollution—the diamond-in-the-rough that is Jerry’s 

Pond still shines brightly to anyone who walks by this site and asks the simple question:  Why is 

this beautiful place still fenced off from the public!  

Pollution on the site must be reckoned with.  It has been safely dealt with on other brownfield 

sites.  The same can happen here. 

The reclamation and restoration of Jerry’s Pond as a public park serves numerous public and 

environmental goods—and would be a welcome counterbalance to the explosion of 

development currently underway at Alewife.  

An impasse has existed at Jerry’s Pond for over 100 years.  The time is long past to imagine a 

vision for the future and work towards realizing it. 

All stakeholders including the City of Cambridge, representatives of GCP ownership and 

potential NGO and land-trust partners should come together and help create a Jerry’s Pond Park 

that everyone can be proud of. 

Now is the right time for action.  100 years of talking and wishing is long enough! 

 

Credits                                                                                                                                                    
— This booklet was compiled and edited by Lew Weitzman & Eric Grunebaum.                      
— Architect Joe Meucci generously contributed the conceptual site plans.                                                        
— Landscape designer Sandra Laurrari contributed expert ideas and hopes to design some of 
the gardens at a future Jerry’s Pond Park.                                                                                        
— Website designer and editor Dan Kamman contributed expert editing suggestions                    
— Macky Buck, Andrew Leonard, Mike Hirsch, John Doucet and Ronnie Millar provided 
important advice throughout this process and important comments and suggestions.                                                                                                                  
— Rona Gregory provided expert information on the EPA brownfield process and has been 
instrumental in discussions about an EPA Targeted Brownfield Assessment application for the 
Jerry’s Pond site. 

 

Stay tuned for Jerry’s Pond Park (Version 2) 

 

 

 

 

To participate in this community planning process contact 

 Friends of Jerry’s Pond at 617-828-0517 or email to 

Jerryspond@gmail.com 

 

mailto:Jerryspond@gmail.com
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